Silly
the Seed

IMAGINARY OR REAL?

Special thanks to Tara Minton, kindergarten teacher at Lewis Elementary in Downey, California,
for permission to share this lesson plan.

AIMS/OBJECTIVES

To distinguish between real and imaginary elements of a story; what is possible
and what is impossible

SKILLS

Logic/common sense, reasoning, distinguishing and organizing

MATERIALS

Scissors, glue or tape, downloaded exercise (below)

PROCEDURE
1.

Discuss imaginary versus real possibilities in relation to recent films, i.e. Disney or Pixar.
Suggest ideas, asking students if they are real or imagined. For example, dogs can learn
to speak Japanese, imaginary or real? Water is wet, imaginary or real? Paper can be easily
torn, dragons exist, pillows are soft, carpets can complain...
Ask students why dogs can’t learn to speak Japanese, why dragons don’t exist, why
carpets can’t complain. Teachers may also want to ask if, in the future, it might be
possible to teach dogs to speak Japanese, or, if a carpet could complain, what might it
complain about?

2.

Download the SORT and PICTURE pages (pages 2 and 3 of this document) and cut the
PICTURE page (Silly the Seed illustrations) into separate images. As there are two sets of
images on the PICTURE page, one copy is sufficient for every two students.

3.

Each student receives a copy of the SORT page, and one half of the PICTURE page.

4. Students cut the Silly the Seed pictures into individual illustrations and then glue or tape
each one onto the proper half of the SORT page.
5.

Teachers can ask students to explain why he or she categorized one illustration or another
as imaginary or real.

POST ACTIVITY
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Ask students to think of other examples of things seeds can and cannot do. After discussing
various ideas, students can draw two pictures on one piece of paper. On one half of the
paper, they draw a seed doing something it can actually do. On the other half of the paper,
they draw Silly the Seed doing something only an imaginary seed can do.
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A cloud can turn gray and rain.

A cloud can have an eye.

A seed can lift a rock.

There is a rock in a park.

A seed can lift a rock.

There is a rock in a park.

A seed can have a silly face.

A bug can get stuck
in a spider’s web.
A bug can get stuck
in a spider’s web.

A cloud can have an eye.
A seed can have a silly face.

A cloud can turn gray and rain.

